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Dear 4-H members, volunteers and parents,  
The start of the new school year signals the close of the 2009 4-H year which is on September 30.  Take a few minutes to add to your 
record books and close out the year with any additional information on financial sheets, animal feed records and certainly any ribbons 
or awards that you received at the 4-H Fair. Did you reach all of the goals that you set for yourself for this year?  If not, what could you 
have done to reach them?  What goals will you set for the new 4-H year?   October 1, 2009 will begin the start of the new 4-H program 
year.  4-Hers are required to fill out new enrollment sheets and begin new record sheets. Club leaders need to submit the club enroll-
ment for the 2010 4-H year.  Changes such as deletions or adding new members may be made anytime during the 4-H program year 
by contacting the Extension Office. 
 
Yes, I am retired but I am still here for a few days each week to get the new 4-H year up and running and to plan fall programs.  The 
good news is that there is a search committee being formed at the University that will be responsible for seeking, reviewing, interview-
ing and making recommendations to fill my position permanently. 
 
Special thanks to Mrs. Linda Palmer who has worked in the Extension office for the past three summers as a 4-H Program Assistant.  
Linda worked solo this summer after my retirement to do all of the things that must be done in the summer, answer questions and 
work with the fair board to make sure that everything was ready for the 4-H fair.  She did a great job handling many difficult things, 
some of them concerning animal verification problems.  Thanks so much Linda for a job well done!!  
 
I wish to express my thanks to all of the 4-Hers and parents that donated school supplies to help the fair board fill over 100 back to 

school back packs.  It was a great effort!!  I am sure that there are many individuals and families that 
were excited to get the new school back packs.  I would also like to thank the many parents and vol-
unteers that assisted at the 4-H Fair.  The 4-Hers on the fair board did a great job planning the fair 

and working to make it a success but help is always needed from 4-H parents.  Thanks to those of you 
that assisted.  Perhaps next year even more will do so and make things go even more smoothly. 
I know that you will join me in expressing our condolences to 4-H Secretary Lin Marino, her husband 

Michael and their family in the recent loss of their son and brother, Samuel.  Lin is currently working 

additional hours at the Extension Center since our administrative assistant Joan DeCarliôs retirement. 

She is at the extension office from 9 ï 4 Monday ï Thursday and 9- 3:30 on Friday to assist you with 

any questions that you may have.   

 

Good luck in the new school year.  Work hard, study hard and do the best that you can.  Take some 

time to have fun, plan your new 4-H projects and join us for the fall programs. 

 
 
Rosemarie Syme,   
Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Educator 

 September 2009 
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Enrollment Forms 

Annual CT 4-H Club Enrollment & Agreement Form available on the forms page of the CT 4-H web site:  www.4-H.uconn.edu  New 4-
H enrollment starts October  1, 2009. 

National 4-H Week 

National 4-H Week is always the first full week in October.  This year it is October 4-10.  Celebrate 4-H Week by exhibiting some of 

your projects in your town, speaking about 4-H or just meeting as a club for the new program year. You can also participate in the 4-H 

National Youth Science Day on October 7th.  It is a great time to meet with your club for the first time in the 2010 program year and fill 

out you new 4-H enrollment forms, to introduce 4-H to potential new members in your town and for 4-H member to thank their leaders 

and parents for all of the help this past year.  Donôt let 4-H Week go by without some celebration, even a small one in your club!! 



Cornucopia will be Sunday, October 4 (Family Weekend), from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm, at UConn, for newcom-

ers:  Cornucopia Fest is the annual outreach event in the form of a fair that shares the programs the College of  

Agriculture and Natural Resources.  Visitors get answers to their questions on the environment, agricultural issues, 
biotechnology, gardening, food safety, diet and nutrition, water quality, animals, pest management. We also have hay-
rides, the Cornucopia Cup polo match, and other activities.  

On 4-H National Youth Science Day Experiment, October 7th, youth across the nation will get a chance to examine one of the most 

important issues facing our nation today ï Energy.  Youth will discover, learn and have a blast exploring alternative fuels through Bio-

fuel Blast, the National Science Experiment.  The experiment is designed to spark an early interest in the sciences.  You can find eve-

rything that you need to participate in the National Youth Science Day online at www.4-H.org/NYSD.  

National Youth Science Day and the National Science Biofuel Blast Experiment 

The Cornucopia FestñOctober 4, 2009 

4-H is on Facebook 

Sign up for Facebook to connect with 4-H.  Go to the Official 4-H Page on Facebook.  Become a fan of 4-H and show 

your support and share your story. 

 Here is the link:   http://www.facebook.com/business/dashboard/#/pages/Connecticut-4-H/141408699399 
 I realize that there are many other 4-H pages out there, but this should be considered the official Connecticut 4-H Page.  

4-H fair board directors are 4-H members that are 12 years old or older that have a strong desire and commitment to planning and 

conducting the annual 4-H fair.  The directors are elected for a three year term at the Annual 4-H Fair Meeting and Awards night which 

will be held on October 17th.  Fair board directors must be prepared to attend the monthly fair board meetings which are on the second 

Wednesday of each month.  If you are interested contact Linda Palmer at 860 875 3331 for an application.  The Fair Board Nominat-

ing Committee will be meeting in early October so get your applications in as soon as possible. 

Tolland County 4-H Fair Board Seeking Applications for New Fair Board Directors 

Every year there are many questions about how to apply for awards and who can nominate a 4-H member for recognition.  The 
awards will be presented during the Annual 4-H Fair Meeting and Awards Program which is on October 17, 2009 at the Tolland 
County Extension Center. 
4-H leaders, parents and members can nominate themselves or any 4-H member.  Leader recommendations are required ï so con-
tact your leader.  For certificates a leader recommendation is all that is required.  For County medals, a leader recommendation and a 
record book are needed.  Check out the additional information in this newsletter or the page that was included in your record book 
when you picked it up at the 4-H fair.  Get your nominations, recommendation and record books to the Extension Center by October 
9th so that you can be considered for an award this year. 

County Recognition Certificates and County Medals 

Receive $400 for your County 4-H Program 

Thanks to generous support from John Deere, a $400 award  will be presented to one county from each state (and one U.S. territory) 
with the highest number of individual Biofuel Blast results survey submissions between October 1st and October 30th, 2009. The 
awards can be used toward the implementation and promotion of science, engineering and technology programs in your county. After 
youth complete the experiment, make sure that they go to www.4-H.org/NYSD to fill out the survey so your county can compete for 
the award! 

4-H Clubs Invited to Farmersõ Market 

4-H Clubs have a great opportunity to participate in the Coventry Farmersô Market, October 11, to display their projects, do a demon-

stration or to make and sell items.  The Coventry Farmersô Market is held on the grounds of the Nathan Hale Homestead.  Connie 

Swetzes (860-742-1434) is organizing the 4-H participation at the market.   

Little International October 31st, 2009 

The UConn Block and Bridle Club will once again be hosting the Little I Livestock show in October this year.  Approximately 140 

UConn students will be showing horses, pigs, sheep, dairy cattle, beef cattle and chickens at the Horsebarn  Hill Arena.  There is a  

4-H/FFA division in sheep, poultry, and dairy.  For more information email Aubrey Dejarlais, aubrey.desjarlais@uconn.edu or Chelsea 

Quinlivan, chelsea.quinlivan@uconn.edu. 

http://www.facebook.com/business/dashboard/#/pages/Connecticut-4-H/141408699399
http://4hlists.org/t/3395605/1174239/700/0/


Donôt forget to submit your Record Book for 4-H Awards!! 

Tolland County 4-H Award Recommendation Form 
 

County 4-H Awards will be presented at the 4-H Fair and County Awards Program in October.  Rec-

ognition will be presented to 4-H members that have done an outstanding job in their 4-H projects all 

year long.  County awards are certificates or County Medals.  Parents and/or leaders may recom-

mend a 4-H'er for a County Award.  Attach the recommendation below to the 4-H Record Book and 

submit it on or before October 9, to the University of Connecticut Extension System, 24 Hyde Ave-

nue, Vernon, CT  06066. 

 

County Recognition Certificates may be awarded to 4-H members of any age who have done an 

outstanding job in a project area for at least two (2) years.  Certificates may be received more than 

once if the 4-H members continues to show growth and outstanding progress in the project area.  

Certificates are not a prerequisite for receiving a county medal but continue to show growth and citi-

zenship in the project area.  Leader recommendation requiredðon back of this sheet. 

 

County Medals may be awarded to 4-H members that are twelve (12) years or older as of January 

1st of the project year.  A county medal is usually awarded in a project area only once.  The possibil-

ity of receiving a second county medal award in the same project area occurs only when continued 

outstanding growth is shown in the project area.  4-H Record Book and Leader Recommendation 

are required.   

The nominee must: 

¶ Be involved in the project area for which he/she is recommended for at least three (3) years 

¶ Exhibit continued growth and outstanding work in the project area 

¶ Exhibit leadership and citizenship in sharing/teaching project skills to other 4-hers 

 

4-H Member Awards  

County Medal Awards are available in the following areas.  Please indicate on the front side of this 

form which area the 4-H member is being nominated for.  Recognition Certificates may be 

awarded in any area in which a 4-H member has met the criteria, not only those areas listed below. 

 

 

Achievement    Agriculture   Beef    Child Care 

Citizenship    Clothing   Dairy    Dairy Foods 

Dog     Entomology   Forestry    Gardening 

Dairy Goat    Health    Horse    Leadership 

Poultry    Public Speaking  Photography   Rabbit 

Safety     Sheep    Wood Science  Swine 

Fashion Revue   Veterinary Science  Energy Management       

Fitness Leadership   Leisure/Pleasure  Food & Nutrition 

Food Conservation, Preservation & Safety   Conservation &Natural Resources      



Other Awards  

BEVERLY VREDENBURG  

OUTSTANDING 4 -H HORSE MEMBER AWARD  

 

This award is given in memory of former 4-H leader, extension office secretary and all around 4-H 

supporter Bev Vredenburg. Bev was an important part of the horse program in Tolland County for 

many years. She was a constant source of information and guidance for 4-H members and their 

leaders. This award in her honor is to be presented annually to a 4-Hôer who shows outstanding in-

volvement in a Horse Project.  Qualifications include an up-to-date record book detailing Leadership 

and Citizenship activities and Connecticut 4-H Recognition form. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

1. 4-Hôers must have carried out a horse project for minimum of two years. 

2. Previous yearôs record book will be judged on completeness through Sept.30
th
 current yearôs book 

will be judged on completeness through submittal date. 

3. Must be standard 4-H project record for horse. 

4. Past winner are eligible to complete. 

5. Award is to be judged on: 50% Horse Project, 25% Leadership and 25% Citizenship. 

6. 4-H members are strongly encouraged to submit an application for themselves.  4-H leaders may 

also submit recommendations for qualifying members. Forms for this are available through the ex-

tension office. 

7. The 4-H Advisory Committee will select the recipient, and the award will be presented in October. 
 

Club Citizenship Award  

CLUB CITIZENSHIP AWARDSðHas your club done something interesting this year?  A special pro-

ject or an interesting community service experience?  Submit your story to the Tolland County 4-H 

office by October 3, to be considered for the club citizenship award, which will be presented at the 

October 18th awards dinner.  This is a $50 award sponsored by the Tolland County 4-H Advisory 

Committee, that can be used by your club in any way and/or to support other community service ac-

tivities.  Special interest to the committee this year would be ideas your club did to promote ñThe 

Clover Goes Greenò theme.  In case of a tied score, preference will be given to a club that has not 

received this award before. 

Recommendation 

Name___________________________________________ Number of Years in 4-H ____________ 

 

Age __________ Name of Club ______________________________________________________ 

 

Check One 

   County Recognition Certificate     County Medal 

  Leader Recommendation    Record Book must be submitted 

 

Leaderôs Signature___________________________________________  Date ________________ 

 

Please write and attach a statement of why this member should be considered for the recognition 

requested.  Include things such as quality of work, attendance, motivation, what you have observed 

he or she has learned, and leadership.  Please be specific.  State actual events where the applicant 

exhibited behavior that qualifies him/her for this award. 



  

Fun in the Forest Trail Ride benefits First Descents (www.firstdescents.org) on October 10, 2009.  The trail ride will be held at the 

Silvermine Campground in Natchaug State Forest in Eastford, Connecticut.  Registration is at 9 AM and all riders must be on the trail 

by 10 AM.  There will be a ten mile loop.   Camping with horses is allowed, there are picket lines to tie horses to and there is water 

available.  Prizes donated for many different categories include first to register!  Many thanks to the generous sponsors - including 

HorseSalt (donated Himalayan Horse Salt) and Dover Saddlery ($10 gift cards).   

First Descents provides whitewater kayaking and other outdoor adventure experiences to promote emotional, psychological and 

physical healing for young adults with cancer.   Check out the pictures and the story on Stacey Stearnsô website at 

www.freewebs.com/whatsupwithstacey  All donations to First Descents are tax deductible.  The goal is to raise $2,000 for First De-

scents which will allow two young adult cancer survivors to attend camp next year. 

 Contact Stacey Stearns, 440 Mansfield City Road, Storrs, CT, 06268,  (860) 377-6314 or email stearnsiejr@yahoo.com  Please for-

ward this email to anyone else who might be interested in riding on the 10th! 

  

Fun in the Forest Trail Ride 

 

For many years, 4-H has been looking to partner with NASCAR. Through a 
very generous donation made possible by  Board Chair, Jim Borel of Du-
Pontðthat dream has become a reality.  On Sunday, October 4th, the 4-H 
clover and website address will be featured on the back TV panel of the 
No. 24 DuPont Chevrolet driven by Jeff Gordon at the Kansas Speed-
way.   What a great way to kick-off National 4-H Weekðand gain additional 
exposure for 4-H National Youth Science Day and the National Science 
Experiment: Biofuel Blast. 

  

4-H Partners with NASCAR 

Two Dates and Other Information Important for 4-H Volunteer Leaders 

 
November 7, 2009    Ready, SET, Engage!  Is the title to the 2009 4-H Volunteer Leader Conference that will be held from 9:00 
am ï 4:30 pm at Northeast Utilities in Berlin. There will be plenty of workshops to interest you as well as a keynote speaker, volunteer 
awards and a great lunch where you will have time to meet and talk with other leaders throughout the state.  It is a great way to get 
some new information and to gear up for the new 4-H program year.  The registration brochure will be out soon.  Some information is 
currently on the state 4-H web page at www.4-H.uconn.edu.  Also, leaders are asked to enter a display in the Inspiration Gallery that 
will showcase something  your club is doing that others could do.  If you would like space for your display, contact Sam & Amy Smith 
at 860-859-1999 or e-mail at sboxworks@aol.com.  Many Tolland County volunteers are on the planning committee including Linda 
Palmer, Eileen Nye, Jan Castle and Jenna Castle. 

November 13, 2009  Tolland County 4-H Leaders and Volunteers Dinner, 6 pm at the Tolland County Extension Center.  Hold 
the date now and look for your invitation for a evening of fun, fellowship and good food as we recognize leaders that have reached 
milestones in the Tolland County 4-H program and thank all volunteers. 

 
The 4-H Volunteer Handbook is on the CT 4-H web page for a quick reference.  If you have misplaced your copy, one can be picked 
up at the Tolland County Extension Center.  It contains a lot of useful information and it is good to review as you begin a new 4-H 
Year.  Among the good information is a section on planning your club year and working with parents. 

 
Just a reminder, any adult working with 4-H members as a leader, fair advisor or  volunteer must become a registered 4-H Volunteer.  
The application is available on the CT 4-H Web site at www.4-H.uconn.edu under the forms section.  Mail it back to our office. 

October is the start of the new club year and all clubs must submit new enrollment information.  It includes all of the enrol lment infor-
mation and code of conduct for each 4-H member as well as a cover sheet listing all volunteers, club projects and club officers. 

http://www.4-h.uconn.edu/
mailto:sboxworks@aol.com
http://www.4-h.uconn.edu/


Everyone is invited to the 

The Annual Meeting 

4-H Fair and Awards Night 

Saturday, October 17, 2009 at 6:30 PM 

Tolland Agricultural Center 

Gold BuildingñRoute 30 Vernon 
Fair and County Awards will be presented 

Come join the fun!  Pick up your premium money! 
 

Everyone bring a dish and have a fun night out! Bring a food  

according to your last name. 
 

Potluck 

A-G Salad/Vegetable   H-O Casseroles  P-Z Meat Dish 
 

4-H clubs are invited to prepare brief  reports telling about their special activities.  Make 

posters that include pictures of  your club activities or members exhibiting at the fair.  We 

will hang them on the walls. 
 

Would you like to be on Fairboard?  Fairboard meets once a month and is looking for 

members 12 & over who are interested in working to plan the 2010 4-H Fair.  New Fair-

board members will be elected during the annual meeting.  Call the 4-H office if  you 

would like to be considered as a Fairboard Director #875-3331 and we will pass it on to 

the nominating committee. 
 

Cakes, Pies, & Gift Baskets and other items for the silent or live auction.  Bring one if  you 

can, help raise money and have fun at the same time.  Be creative, decorate your cake or 

put it on a special flea market dish, make a theme basket or even a basket of  cookies.  The 

auction is fun, please plan to take part. 
 

Note:  If  you do not come to the banquet to pick up your premium money you must come 

to the Tolland County  Extension office to pick up your fair premium money.  It will not 

be mailed to you.  Money must be picked up by November 30.  Office hours are M-F 

9:30ñ3:30.  Call first and we will have it ready for you. 

 

4-H We Are The Future 



National 4-H Council is once again partnering with Southern States Cooperative and Agway 
stores to hold the Paper Clover Promotion from October 5-18.  Customers will purchase a pa-
per 4-H clover for $1.00, sign their name on it and display it in the store.  Fifty cents from each 
$1 donation will be sent to the State 4-H Program for distribution to respective counties.   

Ellington Agway store in Ellington, Connecticut will be participating.  

 

The promotional materials and resources that weôve created to help spread the word about the 
Paper Clover promotion in your area are now available on the 4-H Brand Network www.4-
H.org/brandnetwork under the ñ4-H Paper Cloverò link. There are JPEG and PDF versions of 
ads and fliers and a template press release will be coming soon as well. 

 

National 4-H Council is currently working on a potential partnership with Tractor Supply 
stores.  This sounds like an even bigger promotional effort to support 4-H. 

Ellington Agway Supports 4-H  

Two Spaghetti Dinner Fundraisers. Perhaps you would like to attend one and help out. 

 

Sunday, September 27, 1:00 -5:00 PM. $10.00 per person. Pasta dinner for the benefit of Sam Smyth to be held at the Hart-

ford County 4-H Camp and Outdoor Center, 247 South Road, Marlborough, CT. Sam is a 19 year old former 4-H and FFA member 

that was severely injured, having his spinal cord severed in an accident on the family farm on October 15, 2008.  At the time of his 

accident, Sam was a freshman at UConn. Sam has made lots of progress and the Pasta Dinner will help him as he works to rebuild 

his farming dreams.  For more information, to volunteer to help or to donate raffle prizes contact Kathy Dillon-Orduz at 860 528-2568 

or e-mail at borduz@cox.net.  

 

Friday, October 16, 4:00 -7:00PM. $10.00 Adults, $7.00 for children 12 and under.  Spaghetti Dinner Campership Fundraiser 

for the Windham ï Tolland 4-H Camp to be held at the camp lodge at 326 Taft Pond Road, Pomfret Center, CT.  Proceeds to benefit 

the 2010 Campership Fund.  Nobody wants to say ñNoò to a child who wants to come to camp!  Ticket Reservations or take out din-

ners available from Camp Director Heather Logee at 860 974-1122. 

A 2009 Youth in Action Grant, supported by Cumberland Farms and the National 4-H 

Council was submitted by 4-H Educator, Rosemarie Syme, and was awarded to the Tol-

land County 4-H Fair Association.  Linda Palmer, 4-H Program Assistant, worked with the 

4-H Fair Board to collect supplies, purchase the back packs and then fill them.  Over 100 

back packs were filled for elementary and middle school youth and were then donated to 

the Vernon Youth Services Bureau. Special thanks to all 4-Hers that helped by donating 

supplies.  The following letter was received by Alan Slobodien, Director of the Townôs 

Youth Services Bureau. 

ñThank you so very much for the backpack contribution the 4-H Youth Education Program 

made to the Youth Services office.  As you can well imagine, the children who received 

the backpacks were overjoyed and greatly appreciative.  Their parents were equally appreciative especially given the current eco-

monic climate.  So many families are struggling beyond measure and having backpacks filled with school supplies is an incredible 

bonus this year!  

It took only 4 hours for the packs to be distributed to 106 Vernon youth.  There was quite the diverse group of children and youth who 

gladly received these gifts.  Please pass along my deepest gratitude to your colleagues and the 4-H youth who were so generous with 

their time and energy.  This type of partnership is exactly the hallmark of a giving community.  Again, thanks for your thoughtfulness 

and hard work.  It is the common work done day-in and day-out that gives rise to true champions.  Wear your gold medal proudly!ò 

Tolland County 4-H Donates 100 Back to School Backpacks 

http://www.4-H.org/brandnetwork
http://www.4-H.org/brandnetwork


2009/2010  4-H Calendar of Events 
 

Sept. 27-October 1  National 4-H Dairy Conference 

 

October 4  Cornucopia Fest, UConn 

4-H Farm Fall Festival, Bloomfield 

October 4-10  National 4-H Week 

October 11  4-Herõs at the Coventry Farmersõ Market 

October 5-18  Paper Clover Promotion 

October 17  Annual Fair Awards Dinner  

October 7  National 4-H Science Day 

October 25-29  NAE4HA Conference 

October 31  Little I Livestock Show, Horsebarn Hill, UConn  

 

November 6-8  Eastern National 4-H Horse Roundup, KY 

November 7   Connecticut 4-H Volunteer Conference, Berlin 

November 13  Tolland County 4 -H Volunteer Dinner  

November 27-Dec. 1 National 4-H Congress 

 

January 4  CT 4-H Recognition Forms due for National 4-H Conference 

January 30  Equine 4-H Horse Public Speaking 

 

February 1  Registration and all entries due for Expressive Arts Day 

February 6  Tri County Public Speaking Competition, Tolland, County Extension Center, Snow date, Feb. 13  

February 20  4-H Sheep Project Clinic 

 

March 6   4-H Equine Quiz Bowl 

March 13  CT 4-H Expressive Arts Day 

March 20  4-H Dairy Clinic 

March 27   Snow Date for Expressive Arts Day 

 

April 1   ESE verification forms for Horse due 

April 10   CT 4-H Goat Day 

April 14   4-H Citizenship Day 

April 24 & 25  4-H Hippology & Horse Judging Contests 

 

May 1   New England 4-H Dog Clinic (tentative) 

   Dairy verification forms due 

 

June 1   CT 4-H Recognition Forms due for National 4-H Dairy Conference & National 4-H Congress 

 Verification forms due for dog, rabbit, cavies, small animals, goat, swine, working steer, llama, alpaca, poultry, 

 sheep and horse for 4-H fair showing 

June 25-27  Teen Connection Conference 

 

July 23-25  New London County 4-H Fair 

July 30-31 & Aug. 1 Windham County 4-H Fair 

 

August 6-8  Middlesex  & New Haven County 4-H Fair 

August 13-15  Tolland County 4-H Fair 

August 14-15  Litchfield County 4-H Fair 

August 20-22  Hartford County 4-H Fair  

 



Congratulations Fair Exhibitors 
Each exhibit at our fair is so important and each exhibitor is to be congratulated on a job well done. 
Many years ago when my two sons were in 4-H, I came across this article in a National 4-H communication called 4-H Findings.   It 
brought back many memories of when  my sons were very active in 4-H with various projects including dairy, beef, flowers, flower 
arranging and vegetables as well as leadership roles.  I thought the article put things into perspective.  After your ribbons and trophies 
have been put away, the memories and the skills you have learned remain.  My sons have used their skills to manage businesses, 
serve on boards, speak at meetings, raise their families and continue to volunteer.  So whether your ribbons are blue, red, or white, I 
hope when you read this it helps you to see what the real important things are as well. 

t here once was a boy 

Won mostly blue 

Came home from the fair 

With a big trophy too. 

With a voice glad and proud 

He said to his dad, 

ñTis the very best year 

That Iôve ever had.ò 
 

Said his very wise dad,  

ñSon Iôd like to hear,  

Why you think that this was  

Such a very fine year.ò 

ñWhy, dad, you well know 

All the prizes Iôve won; 

How Iôve come out on top 

In most things Iôve done. 
 

Just look at the ribbons 

That hang on my wall. 

And think of the money 

Iôve made since last fall. 

From premium checks 

And a big auction price 

You canôt help but think 

Cash and ribbons are nice. 
 

But the man said ñMy son 

Youôre not thinking right,  

Blue ribbons, ótis true 

Are better that white; 

But ribbons will fade 

And trophies grow old, 

Moneyôs soon spent 

And fame soon grows old. 
 

óThe important things son, 

Are not ribbons or pins, 

And sometimes itôs really 

The loser who wins; 

Now here are the things 

Most important, itôs true 

Your 4-H experience 

Has accomplished for you. 

ñYouôve seen how a business 

Meeting is run. 

This knowledge will help 

You in years to come. 

Of addressing a crowd, 

Youôve learned how to stand 

Up and talk nice and loud,ò 
 

Patience youôve learned 

In your project too, 

As well as your skills 

That will always help you.ò 
 

ñYouôve learned the fine 

Feeling it gives you to lend 

A glad helping hand 

To a stranger or friend. 

 

ñYouôve learned to cooperate 

With majority rule, 

To give in with grace 

And not be a fool, 

Who must always have 

His very own way, 

Be in club work, 

In school or at play.ò 
 

You know the judge judges 

To his best belief. 

Youôve learned how to win 

Without boasting too loud. 

A kid can lose friends  

If heôs overly proud.ò 
 

ñThese are the things 

Most important to you. 

Youôll remember and use them 

All your life through. 

Theyôll help you become 

A mighty fine man, 

Theyôll do more for you 

Than a prize ever can. 

 

 

Animal Verification and Lease Forms 

The animal verification and lease forms have been in use in the Connecticut 4-H program for many, many years yet each year there 

are more questions and problems that arise.  The verification and lease forms are a Connecticut 4-H Program requirement not a Tol-

land County 4-H Fair one.  They were put into use many years ago because the 4-H fairs are 4-H project shows.  4-H members ex-

hibit projects that they have worked on and raised.  There is no such requirement at fairs in CT other than 4-H fairs.  An individual 

could purchase or borrow an animal the day before and bring it to an area fair.  The purpose of 4-H fairs, however is different, it is to 

showcase 4-H projects.  To verify that an animal is a 4-H project the lease and verification forms are used.  The rules governing the 

use of the forms are on the CT 4-H web page at www.4-H.uconn.edu. With the exception of dairy animals all of the forms are due on 

June 1st.  A few years ago a late policy was started to cover 4-Hers that just forgot or couldnôt get them in on time.  The late deadline 

is June 15th.  After that there can be no changes.  Unfortunately, sometimes things happen to project animals and they canôt be shown 

due to illness or even death.  Sometimes there is another project that can be shown but often there is not another one listed on the 

forms.  It is important that everyone abide by the same rules and regulations.  We understand that this is a huge disappointment to a 

4-Her that has worked hard and canôt bring an animal to the fair. 
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